THE  DEATH  OF  STRAFFORD
Tower by force. When the Earl of Essex, who was
to command the Puritan army on the outbreak of
war, exclaimed at this moment: c Stone dead hath
no fellow/ he was voicing a conviction that was
firmly seated in the minds even of the men to whom
the Bill of Attainder was an offence against right
and reason. Hampden, who had been steadily active
in the impeachment, took no part in the debate on
the Attainder. On the other hand, in the absence
of his name from the list of Straffordians, there is
nothing to show that he opposed it. It is reasonably
certain that he and Pym, while they disapproved of
the instrument that was being employed to achieve
their ends, nevertheless believed that at any cost those
ends must be fulfilled in the interests of the country.
The niceties of procedure, pregnant with dangers as
they might be, were not of much consequence as
against the necessity for the removal of a man whose
past history left no security for the future while he
lived.
On April 24th, the Bill was read by St. John to
the Lords. On May ist, the King made a passionate
plea to both Houses met to proceed severely against
Strafford, telling them that in conscience he could
not condemn the Earl of high treason, and that
neither fear nor any other consideration should
compel him to do so. His Majesty then assured
them that his conviction of his Minister's mis-
demeanours was so clear that he thought f the Earl
not fit hereafter to serve him, or the Common-
wealth, in any place of trust, no not so much as a
constable.5 The next day was Sunday, and on it
was solemnised the marriage of Mary, Princess Royal,

